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Compiled by Nyíregyháza Sipkay school Erasmus+ team as part of the Project: 

"One for all and all for Green" 

What tourism currently exists in Algeria-Ghardaia? What Ecotourism packages are offered within 
Ghardaia? 

Algerian tourism policy targets all forms of tourism: seaside, cultural, recreatonal, business, green tourism 
and it also wants to develop the Saharan tourism. 

There is a difference between domestic tourism and foreign visitors. Algerian tourists (internal tourism) who 
spend their holiday in Algeria accounts for 97% in the tourism sector in 2014, says the report by World Travel 
and Tourism Council (WTTC). The remaining 3% of tourism is for foreign tourists. This reveals the low 
number of foreign nationals who visit Algeria, according to the same source. 

In addition, the report also specifies the share of spending on business tourism and recreational tourism. To 
this end, the WTTC notes that recreational tourism accounts for 79.9% of expenditure. The rest, or 20.1% of 
expenses, is related to business tourism, according to the tourism organization. 

According to Wikipedia Algeria receives only about 200 000 tourists and visitors annually. Ethnic Algerian 
French citizens represent the largest group of tourists, followed by Tunisians. The modest level of tourism is 
attributable to a combination of poor hotel accommodations, the perceived risk of terrorism, and antiquated, 
soviet-style visa requirements. However, the government has adopted a plan known as "Horizon 2025", which 
is designed to address the lack of infrastructure. Various hotel operators are planning to build hotels, 
particularly along the Mediterranean coast. Another potential opportunity involves adventure holidays in the 
south. The Algerian government had set the goal of boosting the number of foreign visitors. Algeria is also 
working on new target with the World Tourism Organisation. The number of foreign tourists to Algeria has 
increased 20% annually between 2000 and 2005. Over 140 building permits in the tourism sector have been 
granted by the ministry since November 2005 to nationals who want to invest in tourism infrastructures 

Eco-tourism or green tourism is a growing phenomenon throughout the world including Algeria too. This 
mode of visiting the more rural corners and living like the inhabitants also exists in Ghardaia. Unlike mass 
tourism, which destroys natural ecosystems and often only benefits major tourism companies, eco-tourism has 
many economic and social advantages. 

This allows social entrepreneurship and sustainable development in the more remote regions, which are often 
neglected by the current centralized governments. In some countries where infrastructure for tourism is not 
yet well developed, such as Algeria, this proves to be an opted strategy that could prove positive in the short 
and medium term. 

Since the last ten years Algeria Ghardaia has been experiencing a boom in this sector with each year a growing 
number of tourist packages developed to provide constant demand. The climate, history and geography of 
Algeria make it a privileged place where nature and archaeological sites coexist. It is possible to make one's 
own travel itinerary or make use of a local travel agency, but thanks to the internet you can now see the 
comments of tourists who have visited the places before you. If you want real eco-holiday experiences search 
on websites for local ads to rent a home with the inhabitant. You will find them both by the sea, in the 
mountains or near the desert. Ghardaia in Algeria has not been a popular destination among East–European 
countries including Hungary in the past years. But since the last years the number of tourists even from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Horizon_2025&action=edit&redlink=1


Hungary is gradually increasing thanks to the new Algerian tourism policy. Ghardaia is a door of desert having 
unique architecture, traditions, arts and crafts and also special gastronomy. There are small guest houses one 
of them is owned by Rostom Labchec. In his garden there is a small guest house where tourists can really 
integrate into the life of Algerian people. Rostom grows lemon, date, he has also got goats, rabbits so tourists 
can try these fresh products or even can help in picking up fruits making cheese etc. 

People interested in this kind of tourism can use the link below. Here they can contact or even book guest 
houses and read comments of other tourists from all over the world. 

https://www.tripadvisor.fr/Hotel_Review-g317053-d2153714-Reviews-Maison_d_Hote_de_Beni_isugen-
Ghardaia_Ghardaia_Province.html 
Some comments about guesthouse ( Maison d’Hote de Beni –Isugen) owned by Rostom: 

Belgium :Krishme Haacth 

Before we stayed in this guesthouse we had a room in the more luxurious hotel Two Towers, just next doors. 
Because we wanted to stay a little longer in Ghardaia and there was no room available in Two Towers we 
moved to this guesthouse. Best decision of our holiday! 

Although there is less comfort than in our previous hotel, we liked it more!! It was like if you were in your 
own house! You can do whatever you like, even if you feel free to enter the kitchen you can go ahead! No 
specific rules in this house, just feel free, enjoy and be at ease! If you really want to discover the authentic and 
traditional life in Ghardaia, you must stay in this hotel. 

The owner of the house is all day and night at your disposal if you have some questions or requests. He is the 
owner as well of a touristic agency in the city and can organize touristic and adventurous trips nearby Ghardaia 
and in the desert. I would also recommend dining in the evening in this house. The meals are traditionally 
prepared by the manager’s wife and family.  

If you are not in an adventurous mood and fond of comfort and luxury, I would highly recommend not to stay 
in this guesthouse. 

New York : Hank Sage 

I spent two nights staying with Rostom in Ghardaia, and received a wonderful introduction to the culture and 
history of the M'Zab. I ate couscous, drank water from clay jugs lined with charcoal oil, and slept on the roof 
under the stars. A pleasure, all the way through! 

Corea : Ohchangha 

I and my friend have traveled to Ghardaia for a few days last year. The guesthouse (Maison d'Hote de Beni-
isugen) was so lovely for me and my friend. Rostom who is the owner of the guesthouse served us as a family 
member. We had a wonderful time by him. He always gave us unforgettable dinner. He is a great person. Do 
not miss to stay in the Maison d'Hote de Beni-isugen. 

Paris. France 

Beautiful place, really affordable and a wonderful host who took us on a tour in the oasis and the dunes, 
cooked camel meat for us and shared with us an unforgettable dinner under the stars. Looking forward to 
doing it again! 

 

Are there any existing packages to the Ghardaia area of Algeria from your country?  

https://www.tripadvisor.fr/Hotel_Review-g317053-d2153714-Reviews-Maison_d_Hote_de_Beni_isugen-Ghardaia_Ghardaia_Province.html
https://www.tripadvisor.fr/Hotel_Review-g317053-d2153714-Reviews-Maison_d_Hote_de_Beni_isugen-Ghardaia_Ghardaia_Province.html


Approximately how many visitors are there from you country to Ghardaia in a year? 

From Hungary 1000ut Travel Agency organises package tours to Algeria. You can find detailed information 
on the link below. 

http://www.1000ut.hu/korutazas_algeriaban/utleiras 
 
The tour is a 20-day round trip. From the 6th day till the 9th day tourists taking part in the package tour visit 
Ghardaia. About 15-20 tourists from Hungary take part in the tour every year. 
 
Day 6: Biskra - Algír – Ghardaia 

It the late afternoon we are flying to the beautiful city of M’Zab valley Ghardaia which is the town of Mozabita 
merchants. 

Accommodation: Ghardaia 

Day 7: Ghardaia 

Walk in the old town: "four-fingered" mosque, Mufti Zakharia unique monument, mass graves. Visiting the 
Saharan M’Zab valley (UNESCO world heritage site), the 5 berber oasis towns built in the 11 th century. 
Pentapolisz towns: Ghardaia, Atteuf, Beni Isguen, Bounoubo, Melika. Each town is surrounded by walls 
among them Ghardaia. They all look like than one millennium ago. All of them are rich in culture, traditions, 
architecture and religion. It is worth buying here presents from the products of famous, local craftsmen: goblin, 
carpets, ceramics, jewellery, leather products. 

Accommodation: Ghardaia 

Day 8: M’Zab völgy 

After visiting the Pentapolisz towns the next destination is Beni Isugen the sacred town next to Ghardaia. Here 
nothing has changed since the 14th century: the mysterious saint castle, traditional strict dressing rules: men 
wear baggy trousers while women wear haik which is a long, white gown-like item of clothes. Visit to the 
small museum of the settlement where you can be familiarised with the life of Mozabita people: inner part of 
their house, utensils and objects used for everyday life. 

Walking up to the watch tower of Borj Cheikh from where you can take breath-taking photos of the scenery. 
Finally: going to the local market in the late afternoon.  

Accommodation: Ghardaia 

What do people in your country think about eco-tours to Algeria? 

 

Our survey was conducted with the aim to find out how interesting Algeria is as a holiday destination for the 
Hungarian tourism market. We wanted to have information about a possible Algerian eco-tourism package. 
The survey was filled in by 55 persons from three age groups. The interviewees were asked to indicate their 
sex as well. The biggest group of the interviewees (32) belong to the age group between 18 and 30, followed 
by the group made up of persons between 30 and 60 years (20).  

The majority of the interviewed people travel abroad for touristic purposes only every second or third year. 
The second largest group is made up of people who have not yet been abroad for touristic purpose but are 
planning to do so in the near future.  

                               How often do you travel abroad with touristic purpose? 

http://www.1000ut.hu/korutazas_algeriaban/utleiras


Most of the interviewees associate Algeria with the Sahara, the world’s largest desert, which covers a very 
large area of Algeria. The survey showed that a big part of the asked Hungarians think of Algeria as country 
which has beautiful beaches. The conducted survey confirmed that the possible eco-tourism package to 
Algeria should include a visit of a cosy Algerian market as well. For a significant number of the Hungarians, 
Algeria has a reputation as a country with rich cultural and architectural monuments. 

What comes to your mind when you hear Algeria? What do you associate with Algeria?  

 
In the next part of the survey, we asked how attractive Algeria appears to Hungarians as a possible holiday 
destination. This question was the most important of the whole survey because it aimed at showing the 
approach of Hungarians towards Algeria. The results speak for themselves. 7 interviewees completely rejected 
Algeria as a possible holiday destination, and only 3 people marked Algeria as very attractive. The number of 
the interviewees who find Algeria rather attractive and those who find the country not really attractive is nearly 
the same, 24 and 21. 
 
It was important for us to find out the reasons for this negative approach to Algeria in order to improve the 
situation. As the results showed, the roots of this approach lay in the negative information people heard about 
Algeria, such as terrorism, diseases, low standard of services etc. The solution for this problem has to be found 
first of all on the national level with the help of different marketing instruments. Algeria needs to establish a 
positive destination image. 
 
 
 
If you chose one of the first two replies for the previous question, please explain why you do not find 
Algeria attractive as a potential holiday destination. 
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Algeria provides good possibilities for many forms of tourism. The majority of the potential Hungarian tourists 
would choose this country for a beach holiday (31). In the second place came adventure trip (21). The survey 
was filled in by 32 people who belong to the age group between 18 and 30, so this choice is completely 
understandable. A high number of interviewees are interested in cultural tours; many of them would enjoy 
visiting cities and participating in a tour to the desert. The least attractive form of tourism for our interviewees 
is religious tourism (2). 
 
If you chose Algeria as a holiday destination, which form of tourism would be the most attractive for 
you?  

 
Among the touristic services, the most important for the potential Hungarian tourists to Algeria are unique 
and interesting programmes (40). The standard of accommodation always plays an important role in tourism. 
This fact was confirmed by the results of our survey as well. Less important for our interviewees are European 
food and drink (12). 
 

Which touristic services are most important for you? 
 

 
The results of the survey showed that environmental protection during the journey is important for the 
Hungarian tourists. On average it is marked with 3,75 points out of 5. The majority of the interviewees are 
willing to pay more for a trip if they can thus contribute to environmental protection. 
 
The information collected with the help of this survey will help us to create a suitable Eco-tourism package 
to Algeria, which takes into consideration the interests and needs of the potential Hungarian tourists. 

 

0

5

10

15

20

negative information very far different culture high expenditure

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

beach holiday adventure holiday cultural trip tour to the desert

beach holiday

adventure holiday

cultural trip

tour to the desert

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

unique programmes intersting guidance European food and drink

unique programmes

modern accomodation

interesting guidance

safe means of transport

European food and drink



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6-Day Package 
 

Description of the transport arrangements from Hungary to Algeria 



Because of the huge distance between the two countries, the only way of travelling from Hungary to Algeria 
is by plane. According to liligo.com, Air Algerie, Lufthansa, Turkish Airlines, Air France and Alitalia offer 
flights with direct flights, 1 stop or 2+ stops. The direct flights are the cheapest ones, but they’re only offered 
by Air Algerie.  

 
Air  Algerie is the national airline of 
Algeria. With flights operating from 
Houari Boumedienne Airport, Air 
Algérie operates scheduled international 
services to 39 destinations in 28 
countries in Europe, North America, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, as well as domestic services to 32 
airports. As of December 2013, Air Algérie was 100% owned by the government of Algeria. 

The flights take of from the Liszt Ferenc International Airport ( BUD) and land on Houari Boumediene Airport 
(ALG).  

Houari Boumediene Airport also known as Algiers Airport or Algiers International Airport, is an 
international airport serving 
Algiers, the capital of Algeria. The 
airport is named after Houari 
Boumediene, a former president of 
Algeria.  

The duration time in case of direct 
flights is aroung 3-3,5 hours, with 
one stop it can be even 17 hours if 
you change planes in Frankfurt, but 
with Air France it takes 7 hours. 

In Algeria you can hire a car or 
travel with the Algerian train 
company called SNTF. You can buy 
train tickets only on the train 

stations since the website is no longer active. 

 

• Algiers to Oran, the train takes 4 hours and departs each day at 15:00 from Algiers Central Station and 
arrives in Oran at 19:30 

• Algiers to Annaba, on this route there's a only a slow and less comfortable nighttrain, departing each   day 
at 20:45 and taking all the night for the way to Annaba.  

• Algiers to Constantine departing each day at 06:45 and arriving in Constantine at 13:30. 

 

 
 

Day 1 

http://wikitravel.org/en/Algiers
http://wikitravel.org/en/Oran
http://wikitravel.org/en/Algiers
http://wikitravel.org/en/Annaba
http://wikitravel.org/en/Algiers
http://wikitravel.org/en/Constantine


6:40 flight to Algiers 
11:20 arrival in Algiers 
Flight costs: Budapest-Algiers -Budapest: 90.000HUF 
Arrival in Algiers. Transfer to the Hotel Best Night. (Transfer is gratis) 
Accommodation costs in Superior Twin Room for two guests: 42.000 HUF (breakfast is included) 

Short description of the hotel: Featuring 
free Wi-Fi throughout the property, 
Hotel Best Night offers accommodation 
in Alger. Guests can enjoy the on-site 
restaurant. Free private parking is 
available on site. 
Some rooms have a seating area where 
you can relax. A balcony or patio is 
featured in certain rooms. All rooms are 
fitted with a private bathroom. For your 
comfort, you will find free toiletries and 
a hairdryer. A flat-screen TV with 
satellite channels is provided. You will 
find free shuttle service at the property. 
The nearest airport is Houari 
Boumediene Airport, 6 km from Hotel 
Best Night. 

 
 
Short orientation tour and transfer to the restaurant El Djenina, which offers traditional Algerian food. 
Traditional Algerian dinner: 4.000HUF 
Transfer costs: 1.000HUF 
 
Short description of the restaurant: Did you ever dream of dining in typical Arabian style? This is where your 
dreams come true. El Djenina is a family-
run restaurant founded in 1968, nearly 
fifty years ago. It has won the admiration 
of locals and visitors alike, thanks to its 
attention to detail and extensive menu 
with all the best traditional dishes. Here, 
you'll have the chance to savour typical 
local cuisine, such as couscous, sweet and 
savoury tagines and the hugely popular 
mechui. There are also more international 
options and, unusually, beer and wine are 
also available. Culinary matters aside, the 
best thing about this place is the building 
itself and the carefully planned décor 
based on arabesque motifs. Despite being 
a luxury restaurant, it offers exceptional 
value for money.  

 

From the great variety of food we recommend:  

Couscous 



Despite popular belief, couscous is pasta, 
not a grain. It has a rice-like appearance 
but is actually made of semolina and 
wheat flour that is steamed. Couscous is a 
staple in North African cooking and 
several variations and recipes exist that 
infuse a host of ingredients. It is most 
popular in the Maghreb, a region of North 
Africa that includes Tunisia, Algeria, 
Morocco, and Libya. Fruit, vegetables, 
and meats are all used in couscous, 
making it an excellent main or side dish 
that can please just about any palette! 
 
Tajine 
 

Tajine or tagine is a North 
African Berber dish which is 
named after the earthenware pot 
in which it is cooked. Historically 
Tagine is an ancient originally 
Berber dish, is a succulent stew 
made of meats and vegetables 
and traditionally cooked in a 
conical clay pot to allow the 
steam to rise, condense and drip 
back down to the stew. The 
traditional method of cooking is 
to place the tagine over coals, and 
typically the dish includes meat, 
chicken or fish, and most often 
vegetables or fruit. Because this 
meal takes a long time to prepare, 
the woman of the house starts 

preparing the lunch tagine as soon as breakfast is over.  
 
Méchoui 

Méchoui is a dish served at the beginning of the meal, 
as part of a feast or diffa . With the fingers of the right 
hand, the host takes pieces of grilled meat and offers 
them to guests. Traditionally, no cutlery is used to 
serve a mechoui, because, due to the slow cooking of 
the meat, should be able to be detached without any 
effort. The nomadic populations, in addition to their 
main herd often composed of several thousand sheep, 
raise a small number of male lambs specifically for 
mechoui, feeding them with cheih , a species of wild 
mugwort which gives the lamb a distinctive 
character. 

Day 2 

Walking and bus tour of central Algiers 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mugwort


The main attractions of the tour are:  
 
Panoramic view of port 
 
The port of Algiers is sheltered from all 
winds. There are two harbours, both 
artificial—the old or northern harbour and the 
southern or Agha harbour. The northern 
harbour covers an area of 95 hectares (235 
acres). An opening in the south jetty affords 
an entrance into Agha harbour, constructed in 
Agha Bay. Agha harbour has also an 
independent entrance on its southern side. 
The inner harbour was begun in 1518 by 
Khair-ad-Din Barbarossa, who 
accommodated his pirate vessels, caused the 
island on which was Fort Penon to be 
connected with the mainland by a mole. The 
lighthouse which occupies the site of Fort 
Penon was built in 1544. 

Superior National Music Institute 

The Superior National Music Institute, built in 1970, is housed in a contemporary building in the centre of 
Alger. This symmetrically-designed structure was created to represent the modern side of the capital of 
Algeria. In front of the building is a large fountain that includes a sculpture of several mythical running 
horses.  
 
National Theatre of Alger 
 

The National Theatre of Alger, formerly the 
Opera of Alger, is located in Place Port Said. It 
was inaugurated on September 29th, 1853. The 
building was designed by F. Chassériau and the 
architect Ponsard. The original building was 
expanded in 1860 and again in 1871. In 1882, an 
enormous fire destroyed the building. During the 
restoration process, it was decided to make the 
building larger and to add some more ornate 
elements to the design. The number of seats 
increased to more than two thousand and the 
stage was enlarged. The theatre hosted the Pan-
African music festival in 1969 and was given a 
more modern look at that time. 

Popular National Assembly 
 
The Popular National Assembly is the name of the Lower House of Algeria's Parliament. The assembly is 
housed in a massive building facing the sea. It stands next to the Prefecture of Alger. The building is 
constructed of enormous bricks, and the result is a very solid, beautiful building that hosts one of the most 
important organizations in the country. 
Alger Prefecture 



 
The Prefecture, also known as the Wilaya 
building, was built in 1904. The building's 
architecture is a blend of a multitude of styles. 
The dominant style is Neo-Moorish colonial. 
The walls of the Prefecture are snow white, 
which makes it highly visible. The facade of the 
building has a variety of splendid engravings 
and ornaments. The pillars give the Prefecture a 
very aristocratic look. Architect Henri Petit 
designed the building. 

Grand Post Office 

The Grand Post Office was built in the Neo-Moorish style, a style popularized by Charles Célestin Jonnart. 
Two talented architects Voinot and Tondoire designed this building for the French Postal Service - a powerful 
institution during the era of the French colonial empire. The main facade is adorned with three arceaux and 
the upper gallery with twinned columns. The main doors are made of high-quality wood, and the ceiling of 
the main room is an architectural jewel. The Grand Post Office is larger and more sophisticated than the other 
buildings in the area, which makes it one of the most visible and well-known constructions in Alger. 
 
Central Faculty of Alger 

 
The Central Faculty of Alger was inaugurated on 
December 20, 1879. The building was influenced by 
the French style of architecture. Both flights of stairs 
at the front of the building are made of expensive 
marble. They were designed by talented architects 
Louis Dolphin and Henry Petit. Exquisite labyrinths 
and amphitheatres, designed by Jean-Jacques Deluz, 
can be found from the building back toward the 
botanical garden. The building was restored in 1963 
by architect Georgette Cottin. 
 

Hotel El Djazair 
 
Hotel El Djazair, known previously as Saint George, is a five-star 
hotel located in the heart of the city. This exquisite structure, built 
in 1910, is surrounded by a large exotic garden. The building's 
design is a combination of old Arab Ottoman and Hispano-Moorish 
architectural styles, which were very fashionable in the eighteenth 
century. Modern elements are present as well. The design elements 
found both inside and out represent Algerian traditions and style 
through their beauty and class. The hotel contains 296 rooms and 
has 7 senior and 19 junior suites. It is noted for its Algerian, French 
and Chinese cuisine. 
 
Tour costs: 8.000HUF (lunch in the restaurant of the Hotel El Djazair is included) 
After the tour guests get free time for shopping.  
15:30 transfer to the airport. 
Transfer costs: 2.000HUF 
18:30 flight to Ghardaia 
Flight costs Algiers - Ghardaia – Algiers: 31.000HUF 
20:00 arrival in Ghardaia and transfer to the Maison d'Hote de Beni-isugen.  
Transfer costs: 1.000HUF 
 



Maison d'Hote de Beni-isugen: A stone-built guesthouse is placed in the oasis of Ghardia. It’s a beautiful, 
calm and very isolated place. The property is simple and rustic. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Accommodation costs: 4.000HUF/ 5nights = 20.000HUF (breakfast is included) 
Dinner in Maison d'Hote de Beni-isugen. 
Dinner: 2.000 HUF (You can taste several couscous dishes and even camel meat prepared traditionally by 
Rostom, your host. He will make you fresh green mint tea (beer of desert) served in clay jug.) 
The traditional after-dinner treat consists of a platter of fresh fruit topped with domestically grown sweet dates. 
 
 



 

Day 3 
The day starts with a traditional Algerian breakfast: 
 
Chakchouka 

Start your day off right with Chakchouka, a traditional Algerian 
dish that’s mainly eaten for breakfast. This dish is simple to make 
and can be completed in around 20 minutes. Traditionally, the main 
components in Chakchouka include sautéed onions, tomatoes and 
various spices topped with a few eggs. This meal goes great with a 
side of bread, pita or rice to soak up the sauces, so try it out! 

 

Sightseeing tour in Ghardaia & Beni Isguen 

The Saharan town of Ghardaia, just over an hour by plane from the capital Algiers, is one of the pentapolis 
towns of the UNESCO World Heritage M'Zab Valley.  

Highlights include the old heart of Ghardaia, the market square the "four-fingered" mosque, the tombs of the 
M'Zab's religious leaders and a date farm with a centuries-old irrigation system - a magnum opus of 
democratic engineering. 

The marketplace of Ghardaia called 
“Azghar Ougharme” meaning outside the 
city, is located on the southwestern outskirts 
of the Ksar. Frequented by caravan traders 
from distant lands, this place remains to this 
day the most dynamic market of the entire 
region. The market square was founded 
around the year 1884. Rectangular in shape 
with a surface to about 3400 m2 this place is 
surrounded by shopping arcades in various 
shapes and dimensions, in which we find 
shops and small businesses. 
The streets leading to the market place have 
an economic role in their nearest part of the 
souk. In the past, each type of commercial 
activity was in a limited area and there were 
vegetables on the street, the street grocers, 

street tailors, embroiderers that, etc. while the place was open for the sale of products from outside such as 
salt, spices, wheat, wool, livestock, etc. 
The market place had in the past an area of prayer “M'çalla” elevated and facing the west side. The middle of 
the northern half of the square is the "Houita" which is a line of boulders embedded in the ground and arranged 
in a semicircle of about 5m radius. These stones were once the seats of each member of the “Djemaa” 
(assembly of notables of the Ksar) who settled there to discuss the affairs of the city. 
In October 1997 the market place - for the first time in its existence, knew a large-scale rehabilitation and 
restoration thus restoring its true historic face (meeting place for exchange and conviviality). 
This has affected all components of the market place starting with the architectural treatment of facades 
corrections, restoration of damaged elements, consolidation of beams and ripe, plastering, tiling. The main 



purpose of this operation is promotion and rehabilitation of the local architectural heritage. As a part of this 
programme quests get the possibility 
of buying unique gifts made by local 
Berbers at local craft shops. 
The fortified city of Beni Isguen is 
not only an oasis in the Sahara Desert 
in Algeria, but it is a religious city that 
has been left untouched by the 
modernization of the world. The 
community of Beni Isguen consists 
mostly of shop keepers and those who 
tend to the agricultural needs of the 
city. With a total population of 
approximately 6 800 residents, they 
live strictly according to the Islamic 
religion and form a crucial part of the 
heritage of Algeria. 
This magnificent oasis, in the heart of 

the Sahara Desert was constructed in the 10th century. The skill and technical abilities of the time are 
remarkable when looking at how they controlled water and the cultivation of trees such as lemon trees, olive 
trees, date palms, fig trees and vines. Its council of religious affairs, known as the halka azzaba, consists of 
twelve men who are key members of the community. Men in the city still wear their traditional outfits and the 
women are covered from head to toe, with only a small hole being left open in their headdress to be able to 
see from. The community also finds it offensive if photos are taken of them. 
To be able to visit Beni Isguen, visitors will have to find a guide who is authorized to enter the city. Visitors 
are not permitted to enter the city without being accompanied by a guide or a member of the community. The 
picture that is painted on the wall outside the city reminds visitors that no dogs are allowed within the city and 
that no photos are permitted. There is also a strict dress code to abide by. Visitors wearing short clothing will 
not be allowed to enter, as legs and arms are required to be covered. Strangers to the city are required to leave 
the city by nightfall; therefore there is no accommodation available here for visitors. In previous years, the 
gates to the city were closed at night, and even though the policy to close the gates has fallen away, visitors 
are still not allowed here at night. 
Visitors cannot explore some parts of 
the city, but guides will safely lead you 
through the maze of corridors and roads 
to noteworthy sights, such as the 
watchtower and the mosque. If lucky, 
visitors will be able to catch a glimpse at 
the detailed pottery pieces and the 
breath-taking carpets, jewellery and 
brass ware that the community is known 
for. A visit to the Beni Isguen oasis will 
definitely be a unique and unmatched 
experience. Their tolerance for visitors 
has opened a window of opportunity for 
their lifestyle to be viewed that would 
otherwise remain hidden behind the 
great walls of the city. 
 
 
 
Sightseeing tour in Ghardaia & Beni Isguen: 8.000HUF(lunch is included) 
Dinner in Maison d'Hote de Beni-isugen with a local music group. 
Dinner: 3.000HUF 
 



Day 4 
After breakfast the guests visit the city El ATTEUF, first city of the pentapolis. The mausoleum Sheikh Sidi 
Brahim  inspired the famous architect CORBUSIER to construct the chapel of RONCHAMP. 

Highlight of the tour: Sidi Brahim Mosque 

Location: El-Ateuf, M’zab, Algeria 

Description: 

This mosque was built alongside Sheikh 
Sidi Brahim's tomb, hence its name. The 
site is in one of the oldest cemeteries in the 
valley, lying at the base of the southern 
slope of the El-Ateuf Qsar. It is a funerary 
mosque (known in French in Algeria as a 
funéraire de fraction) and meant for 
families who share common descendants. 
The small circular chamber is half 
underground and was formerly used for 
teaching the Qur'an. Set half-way up the 
walls is an upper room where the sheikh of 
the mosque spent most of his time. These 
two spaces are accessed from the prayer 
hall, whose shape and proportions have inspired several eminent architects, the most notable being Le 
Corbusier who based his chapel at Rondchamp on the mosque. Outside is an area for prayer with various types 

of arcades. A wide claustra in the 
wall adjacent to Sidi Brahim's tomb 
opens on to the cemetery. This 
monument was built from locally 
available materials; stone and lime 
mortar for load-bearing walls and 
pillars; palm trunks for beams and 
rafters; embedded palm branches for 
arches, giving each one a different 
shape. The whole structure is covered 
with a coating of lime mortar, applied 
using various techniques (by hand, or 
with palm fronds used as a trowel). 
The building is periodically re-
whitewashed for weather protection 
and to make a brilliant white contrast 
with the ochre colour of the 

surroundings. 
 
Tour cousts: 8.000 HUF(lunch is included) 
 

javascript:showGlossary('mosque','en');
javascript:showGlossary('Sheikh','en');
javascript:showGlossary('mosque','en');
javascript:showGlossary('sheikh','en');
javascript:showGlossary('mosque','en');
javascript:showGlossary('mosque','en');


In the afternoon guided visit to the water sharing 
system at the palm grove of Ghardaia. 

Dinner in Maison d'Hote de Beni-isugen  
Dinner costs: 2.000HUF 
 
 

 
Day 5 

After the breakfast the guests visit Zelfana spa resort. 
 

Zelfana is located 50km to the east 
of Ghardaia in the oasis of 
Zelfana. Here you find the source 
of hot water which has led to the 
development of a large hammam 
complex. The hammam is 
incredibly popular even with 
people from Algiers and the water 
is said to cure all ailments, even 
impotency. It’s a nice place to try 
the hamman experience as the 
staff are used to dealing with 
foreigners and will help you to 
enjoy the experience. The water is 
very hot and staying in the pool 
room too long is not 
recommended. Try the massage as 
well; though it may be not 
particularly relaxing, you will feel 
better afterwards. The 

Establishment Public Thermal Zelfana hammam has chalets that can be rented and also offers spa treatments. 
The town of Zelfana itself holds nothing of interest and the palmeriaes are not open to visit all being private. 
You can stay in Zelfana, and many Algerians do stay here to take the waters every day, but you are unlikely 
to want to follow suit and as such, a day trip from Ghardaia is the best option. If you are staying at one of the 
residences then a trip to Zelfana can be arranged at no extra cost. 
 
Tour costs: 10.000HUF (lunch and admission card are included) 
Dinner in Maison d'Hote de Beni-isugen. During the dinner cultural presentation with a local photographer 
about the history of old photos of the region and surroundings. 
Dinner costs: 3.000HUF 



Alternative programme idea: 

 

Algerian men and women are free to marry 
whomever they wish as long as the marriage partner 
is approved by the family. Parents have a more 
realistic view and can give their children practical 
guidance in selecting the appropriate marriage 
mate. Typically a man will express his love for a 
woman to his mother who will in turn "investigate" 
the family of the woman as to suitability. If she is 
approved the family will approached the woman's 
family to propose the union. A date will be chosen 
to visit the mosque so as to begin the engagement. 

Much preparation takes place from the time of 
engagement. The family will begin purchasing 
clothing, household goods, wool and gold. This is 
referred to as shoura. The couple will spend time 
together getting to know each other well, sharing 
opinions and preparing a home. In Islamic culture, 
husbands and wives are to make mutual decisions 
and have equal claims in the marriage, it is therefore 
vital that the couple know each other well and 
recognize the roles they will take on before 
marriage. 

Algerians believe that the more money that is spent on the wedding, the more proud the family can be. Weeks 
before the actual wedding, women begin gathering at the bride's house to prepare desserts such as makroud 
and baklava. The wedding meal will include couscous, meat and vegetables. The bigger the meal, the more 
generous the family is said to be. 

Following the party, the bride is driven to the groom's home. Beautifully adorned in an intricate wedding 
gown, with make-up, excessive jewellery, and henna designs painted on her hands and feet, she is seated on a 
decorated chair in his house. All the guests dance and join in great reverie as they prepare to say farewell. The 
groom will then approach his bride and from that point forward they walk out as husband and wife. The newly-
wed couple is always surrounded by cheering family members and friends. 

Algerian wedding customs may vary slightly depending how orthodox the family is and if the people follow 
other religions. Algerian weddings are truly an explosion of emotion and colour. Perhaps you will be lucky 
enough to see a wedding procession during your holiday. 

 



Programme costs: 10.000HUF 
 
 

Day 6 
After the breakfast the guests visit the Sahara desert. Highlight of the day is skiing on the big sand dunes. 

The Algerian Desert is located in north-central 
Africa and is part of the Sahara Desert. The 
desert occupies more than four-fifths of the 
Algerian territory. Its expansion starts from the 
Saharan Atlas, more or less as a stony desert and 
the farther inland you get the more of a sand 
dune desert it becomes. In the southwestern parts 
is the mountain range Tassili n'Ajjer located. 
This area is a subject of great archaeological 
interest and was put up on the "World Heritage 
List" by UNESCO in 1982. The area is known 
for extreme aridity and extreme heat, as daytime 
temperatures are commonly between 46 °C (113 
°F) and 51 °C (122 °F) during the hottest period 
of the year in most of the desert. Cities and towns 
such as Ouargla, Touggourt, Beni Abbes, Adrar, 

In Salah are among the hottest places on Earth during the height of summer. Annual average rainfall is well 
below 100 mm (3,93 in) in the northernmost part but the centre and the southern part receive much less than 
50 mm (1,96 in) and are therefore hyper-arid and among the driest places on Earth. 
 
 

 

Tips for Skiing on Sand 

Tip 1: you can ski sand even like snow, but more slowly and try to stand a little more backwards than if on 
snow 
Tip 2: the longer the slope, the better, it's too little time on short slope to feel the joy 



Tip 3: you can jump, but you'll need a suitable relief 
Tip 4: if there are no stones in the sand, the skis are damaged slowly, but the sand gets into the bindings 

 
At the end of the day the guests can see the astonishing sunset in the Sahara desert. This programme 
includes camel riding and observation of the amazing wildlife in the Sahara as well. 

 
 
Tour costs: 8.000 HUF(lunch in the desert is included) 
Dinner in Maison d'Hote de Beni-isugen.  
Dinner costs: 2.000HUF 
 

Day 7 
 
 
 
 
After the breakfast guests are transferred to the 
airport in Ghardaia. 
Transfer costs: 1.000 HUF 
8:15 flight to Algiers 
9:45 arrival in Algiers 
12:10 flight to Budapest (one stop in Paris) 
23:00 arrival in Budapest 
 

Package costs: 224.000HUF or 745EUR 

 



For further information please visit our website: 
http://visitghrdaia.webnode.hu/ 

 
 

I am a responsible eco-tourist! 
 
Being a responsible eco-tourist when travelling to Algeria, keep 
the following rules for the benefit of both yourself and Mother 
Nature! 
 
Use local public transportation (train, buses, and railway) and alternative modes of transport (walking, bicycle, 
non-motorized vehicles, and camel) as much as possible. It is the most sustainable way to get around and also 
healthier and more enjoyable too. 
 
Listen to the sounds of nature and do not make unnecessary noise as to refrain from scaring the animals and 
or disturbing you fellow tourists. 
 
The animals are accustomed to tourists walking on marked paths. If you go off the usual footpaths, the animals 
run away and you will not be able to observe them. You shall not step off the footpaths as to prevent stamping 
on valuable and beautiful flowers. 
 
Respect the natural environment. Never touch animals. Always follow designated trails. Support conservation 
by paying entrance fees to natural parks and protected areas. 
 
Do not drop litters in the natural environment but put any waste in your rucksack. Do not leave any trail behind 
you, do not tear off plants, do not start a fire only at places permitted by the authorities. 
 
Reserve accommodation in locally owned lodges and hotels. Using the services of a small hotel or guest house 
operated by local people means that you support the local economy. Many lodges and B and Bs have high 
standard for quality. They bring nature and culture within your reach.  
 
Turn off all the lights and air conditioner when you leave your room at the hotel. Unplug unnecessary 
appliances. 
 

http://visitghrdaia.webnode.hu/


Hire local guides thus support the local economy. 
Learn a few words of the local language and use them. 
  
Eat at locally owned restaurants that buy local. Taste dishes cooked using locally produced raw materials. 
They are tastier and it is a more sustainable option. 
 
Do not eat meat of endangered species. 
 
Visit a local farmer’s market and do the shopping at a locally owned grocery store. 
 
Attend local festivals and events. 
 
Buy souvenirs from local craftsmen but never buy products made from protected or endangered animals. 
 
Dress appropriately. In many countries modest dress is important. 
 
Be respectful of local citizens ‘privacy. Ask permission before entering a sacred place, homes or private land. 
 
Be sensitive to when and where you take photos/videos of people. Always ask first. 
 
Use the minimum amount of water needed for a shower/bath. Do not let water run while shaving or washing 
and check if the hotel has a linen reuse programme. If so reuse your towels and bed sheets. 
 
Whenever possible utilize options that do not require batteries. Buy rechargeabla batteries for your cameras, 
razors, flash lights. 
  
Don’t litter. Try to carry your own shopping bag to avoid contributing the plastic problem. Try to avoid 
excessive waste and use of plastic bottles. (In Algeria there is no way of disposing of these.) Bring your own 
bottle. 
 
Do not give pens, candy or other gifts to local children-it fosters a begging economy. 
 
Ask your accommodation provider (hotel, lodge, guest house) about their sustainability practices- do they 
compost? Recycle? Have environmental policy? 
 



Always keep the above rules in your mind because if Nature “feels 
comfortable” you will also feel comfortable and such comfort gives 
pleasure to everyone.  

E C O - T O U R I S M  
H O L I D A Y   

in  

A L G E R I A  
10 GOOD REASONS to spend a week in Maison d’Hote de Beni Isugen in Ghardaia with Rostom as a host. 

  

Stay in an environmentally 
friendly rustic guest house 

located in a calm and peaceful 
palm plantation in the middle of 
the oasis. You will feel at home. 

Taste several couscous dishes and 
even camel meat prepared 

traditionally by Rostom, your host. 
He will make you fresh green mint 

       



 

  

At the colourful 
local market in 
Ghardaia taste and 
buy fresh products 
and unique fruits 
produced by 
locals. 

Enjoy camel 

riding and see 

amazing wildlife 

in the Sahara. 

Enjoy authentic services 
offered by the guesthouse, 

such as:having open air 
bath under palm trees, 

sleeping on the roof under 
the twinkling starry sky. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit Zelfana spa resort 
where you will be pampered 

by a traditional massage 
using eco friendly and 

  

Take the opportunity to ski on 
sand dunes and try „dune 

board”in the Sahara desert. 

Buy unique gifts made by 
local Berbers at local craft 

shops. 

 

If you even take part in 
are lucky you can a 

traditional berber wedding. 



      

How to promote an eco-tour? 
 

 On the internet:  
 WhatsApp 

 
 

 Tumblr                Facebook 
 

 Own Websites                     Community Sites 
 
 MeetMe                                                   Twitter 

 
 WeChat                  Snapchat 

 
  Viber          Skype 

 

 

   In public life: 
 Broschoures 
 Newspapers 
 Brochures 
 Radio  
 Travel  agency  
 Televi son 
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