


CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS
IN GREECE 



In Greece are combined world traditions like Santa Claus 
and the reception of the new year with Greek traditions    

such as New Year pomegranate and stories with goblins.  
Each country has its particular Christmas customs



Gift Exchange

A very important custom in Christmas celebrations is the 
exchange of gifts . During the Christmas season, children 
receive a significant number of gifts from parents and relatives, 
but also from Santa Claus, who in the international tradition 
brings gifts climbing down the chimney of the house and places 
inside the socks that are hung in front of the fireplace (stocking). 
Especially in Greece it is a  tradition for  the children to receive 
some money  (Kali Hera) by relatives (grandparents, uncles, 
aunts)



Christmas decoration

The most famous Christmas tradition is the tree. Since 
the 20th century it has become common in many city 
centers and stores .The tree unites people because we 
sit around it and talk. Moreover the tree symbolizes 
the source of life, inspiration, creation. The roots of the 
tree symbolize our past experiences, the foundations 
which keep us alive and allow us to continue in the 
battle for survival. 





THE TRADITION OF DECORATING A BOAT 
The Greek traditional boat is an old tradition of our 
county. It was a kind of honor and welcome the sailors 
coming back from their travels. The boat symbolizes the 
new tack human life, after the birth of Christ. It is a 
custom that  receded with time, but no one seems to 
have forgotten it. Some areas, especially islands, still 
decorate boats.





Christmas Food in Greece

Christmas, like many other holidays in Greece, is a time for 
feasting. In the past years, Christmas turkey has become very 
popular as the main dish of the holiday. Traditionally, the main 
course of Christmas dinner in Greece is roast pork, with a variety 
of side delicacies. No matter what the main dish is, one thing is 
certain: Christmas food in Greece is delicious!



Melomakarona and kourabiedes are the two varieties of 
Christmas and New Year's cookies in Greece. The first are 
semolina, cinnamon, and clove cookies drenched in honey, 
while the second are rosewater and fresh butter cookies 
sprinkled with powdered sugar that are normally served on 
New Year's but many succumb to temptation and begin 
consuming them earlier.



Christopsomo is the bread that is made on Christmas Eve, which has a 
cross carved into the top crust before it is baked. On Christmas Day, 
the head of the household makes the sign of the cross above the loaf 
of bread, cuts it and gives a piece to each person at the dining table. 
Vasilopita is a cake that is eaten on New Year's Day. Before the cake is 
baked, a coin covered in foil is placed in it. The New Year is written on 
top of the cake with almonds. The person who cuts the cake makes the 
sign of the cross three times above it and then starts serving the 
pieces, one to each person, the house, Christ, The Virgin Mary and 
Saint Vasileios. Whoever has the coin in his piece of cake will have luck 
for the rest of the year.





Each region of Greece has a different history, along with different myths and beliefs. One of the strange
st and most hilarious traditions is that of “Kalikantzaroi” (goblins). According to the myth, the Kalikantz
aroi dwell underground but come to the surface during the twelve days of Christmas between 
December 25 and January 6. Their purpose is to make things as difficult as they can for everyone. 
There is no standard appearance of the Kallikantzaroi, though one common feature is that they are 
extremely ugly . They are apparently afraid of fire, light and the symbol of the cross. Another way to 
keep them away from your home is to leave a fire burning in the fireplace. On the Epiphany (January 6), 
they go underground in order to continue their sawing. Although they see that the World Tree has 
healed itself, so they have to start working all over again. According to the legend this happens every 
year



CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
A very old custom which remains today practically unchanged is the Greek 
Christmas carols, which is called calanda in Greek. Children, in groups of two or 
more, still make the rounds of houses singing carols, usually accompanied by the 
triangle or guitars, accordions or harmonicas. The children go from house to house, 
knock on doors and ask: "shall we say them?" If the homeowner's answer is yes, the 
kids sing the Christmas carols for several minutes before finishing up with the wish, 
"And for the next year, many happy returns." Years ago the homeowners offered the 
children holiday sweets and pastries, but today they usually give them some money.
The carols are sung on the eves of Christmas, New Year and Epiphany, and they are 
different for each holiday.



St.Basilis(Agios Vassilis) name has been given to Father Christmas . St 
Vasssilis Day is celebrated on January 1st, therefore the Greek Agios 
Vassilis or “Father Christmas”, is associated with New Year’s Day and 
this is when the Greek children receive their Christmas presents.






	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17

