
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hortobagy National Park is 

located in the Great Plain. 

There are huge ponds, 

marshlands with reed beds 

there, which are extremely 

suitable for nesting and 

migrant birds like Great 

White Egrets, Little Bitterns 

or Black-Headed Gulls. The 

Puszta or grassland is a 

favourite place of different 

animals and the visitors can 

see the folklore and the life 

of the national park. 

Hortobagy National Park and the Puszta became members of the 

World Heritage in 1999. This place is extremely flat; nothing can 

be seen but the endless horizon. This is the largest continuous 

cultural region in Europe which was not formed as a consequence 

of cutting trees but as the result of rivers. This region was so 

notable in Europe that in 1967 22 world-famous scientists had 

negotiations with the Hungarian government to make this place a 

Nature Conservation Area. Consequently, Hortobagy became the 

first National Park in Hungary in 1973. Tisza and Berettyó Rivers 

formed Hortobagy and as Tisza was so winding that it flooded 

Hortobagy with its water many times, this region was usually 

covered with water and was a marshland. As a consequence, some 

bridges had to be built, as the Great Plain was an important 

commercial area. That is why several smaller bridges and the 

symbol of Hortobagy the Nine-Hole Bridge were built, the latter 

one in 1827. 



 In 1846 the Tisza was so winding that it had to 

be controlled. Therefore, Hortobagy was not 

covered in water any more so several canals had 

to be created in this region to maintain the fauna 

of Hortobagy.  

Hortobagy is rich in several attractions like its 

artificial ponds; animals such as special species of 

birds, grey oxen, Racka sheep with spiral horns or 

mangalica pig. Furthermore, you can meet Puli or 

Komondor sheep-dogs which help the shepherds' 

work. 

The marshes and fishponds are bird nesting habitats and migration sites of European significance. So far the 

appearance of 342 bird 

species has been 

registered in Hortobágy, 

of which 152 species 

nest in the National 

Park. It cannot be 

doubted that one of the 

most spectacular sights 

is the migration of the 

cranes in the autumn. 

Tens of thousands of 

specimens of this 

species, which is also the symbolic bird of the Park, can be seen every October as they fly above the grasslands 

to their overnight roosting places. Hortobágy was never densely populated, and its few villages were destroyed 

during the Tartar and Turkish invasion. The monotony of the grasslands is punctuated by the burial mounds 

and guard-mounds of the Nomad peoples that lived here thousands of years ago. 

Did you know... 

• During the autumn migration 60 to 70,000 cranes take rest on the Puszta? 

• Grey cattle, at one time endangered species, are once again to be found 

grazing in large numbers? 

• The unique life and traditional working methods of shepherds on the 

Hungarian Puszta have been maintained to this day, the historic network of 

roadside inns (csárda), dating back to the ancient „salt routes”, has also been                   

preserved? 



 
An old dream of the Hungarian nature conservation came true in 1997: a protected ecological system embracing 

the adjoining area of the Balaton Uplands was established with the connection of the already protected areas 

which had been separate for a long time. The 

area of 56 997 hectares of the Balaton Uplands 

National Park mainly consists of these six 

landscape protection areas. 

Lake Balaton is a freshwater lake in 

the Transdanubian region of Hungary. It is 

the largest lake in Central Europe, and one of 

Hungary's foremost tourist destinations. 

The Zala River provides the largest inflow of 

water to the lake, and the canalised Sió is the 

only outflow. 

The mountainous region of the northern shore 

is known both for its historic character and as 

a major wine region, while the flat southern 

shore is known for its resort towns. Balatonfüred and Hévíz developed early as resorts for the wealthy, but it 

was not until the late 19th century when landowners, ruined by Phylloxera attacking their grape vines, began 

building summer homes to rent out to the burgeoning middle classes. 

Balaton Uplands National can be found in the northern part of Lake Balaton. It has six regions, the Tihany 

Peninsula, Keszthely, Tapolca Basin, Káli Basin, Pécsely and Lake Small Balaton. Tihany became the first 

landscape protection area among the regions in 1952 as there are fantastic sights here like the Golden House, 

which is a geyser cone, 

situated near the Inner Lake. 

There were volcanic activities 

in this region that is why hot 

water hollowed some caves. 

There is a Mediterranean-like 

climate here, which had a 

great impact on the fauna 

and flora. The forests having 

trees like oak or sumac give 

home to lots of nesting birds. 

Besides the values of nature, 

there are wonderful 

monuments that tourists can visit: the Abbey, the tomb of King Andrew, the village museum where architectural 

monuments from the 18th century can be seen and finally visitors can test the Tihany Echo which does not work 

so well as it used to because of the numerous houses built on the peninsula. 
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One of the strangest landscapes of 

Balaton Upland which can be found 

in the tapering southwestern corner 

of Balaton, the Kis-Balaton. This 

nature conservation area was the 

bay of the lake sometime, that one 

three kilometres of wide channel 

connected to the lake, entirely while 

Zala is a river gradually filled it up 

with his stream deposit. So the Kis-

Balaton became one of the 

country's largest marshes, from 

which only an island emerges. The 

Kis Balaton, as a huge wetland 

habitat is unique in the whole of 

Europe, which is why it has always 

been recorded by international 

nature conservation. Its wonderful world of birds was already famous in the last century; and has survived 

despite the draining of the marsh started in 1922. It is therefore not surprising that when Hungary joined the 

Ramsar Convention in 1979, the Kis-Balaton was included in the list of "Wetlands of International Importance 

as Waterfowl Habitat". The Natura 2000 areas, covering partly the National Park and going beyond its area 

ensure the possibility of the conservation of habitats, plant and animal species which are of European 

importance. 

 

The Lóczy Cave (in Balatonfüred) which was found in 1882 on the western side of the Tamás Hill and was 

opened to the public in 1934 is located on the outskirts of the town. The spectacular middle Triassic limestone 

layers, displaced from their horizontal formation by the impact of mountain-forming forces, hide this strictly 

protected cave, created by eroison of the limestone by warm waters gushing up from the deep. The dissolving 

process left cauldron shaped forms and occasionally still visible pea-stones as a reminder of the circumstances 

surrounding the formation of the cave. 

Keszthely Mountains are made up of dolomite containing 

several forests, orchids, evergreen trees, gorges, cliff 

formations, or even caves such as Csodabogyós Cave. 

Tátika and Kovácsi Hills are famous for their volcanic 

formations. Tapolca Basin has basalt mountains, a 

picturesque landscape, vineyards especially on 

Szentgyörgy, Badacsony and Csobánc Hills, forests, 

different plants and animals. Badacsony is notable for its 

wonderful and aromatic wine. Several birds can enjoy their 

living in the forests like Ravens and Red-Footed Falcon. 

Besides these, there are some wonderful architectural 

monuments such as churches, palaces or castles. Tourists 

can have wonderful walks in Szigliget Castle, can visit the 

Csobánc and Szigliget forts, Rózsa Szegedy's manor on Badacsony Hill as well as the ruins of churches. The 

characteristic bedrock of the forested area is dolomite. On this bedrock typical for the Transdanubian 

Mountains, the flora and fauna are determined by the special ecological conditions. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsar_Convention


Káli Basin was regarded as a protected 

landscape area in 1984. Kopasz, 

Kecske, Rock and Király Hills surround 

this basin. There are numerous rock 

formations, which are basalt cones here 

like Lapos-Hegyestű, Hegyestű, Kis-

Hegyestű or Kereki Hill. There is a lake 

here called Lake Kornyi, which is 

surrounded by ridges made of limestone 

and dolomite. The forests in the basin 

contain oaks, beeches and sumac on 

Köves or Sátorna Hills. Salfold is 

famous for its vineyards, meadows, 

bogs, lakes, villages and animals. There 

is a Show Farm here where visitors can 

admire the Hungarian cattle, buffalo, 

"komondor" the Hungarian dog looking 

after the sheep, horses, "racka" sheep and "mangalica" pig. In Pécsely there are flat highlands, wonderful 

animals, and different species of insects and birds. Malom Hill was formed as a result of volcanic activity at 

Mencsely while in Alsódörgicse and Felsődörgicse the ruins of churches dating back to Roman times emerge. 

The village of Pécsely has a peaceful and relaxing landscape with neat streets and extremely friendly inhabitants. 

The last region, which belongs to Balaton Uplands National Park, is Lake Small Balaton, which was a bay many-

many years ago with rich bird species but after the draining in 1922 nearly all birds died. Luckily, this did not last 

long as this bay was refilled with water at the end of the 20th century and now this place is the home of several 

bird species which can be watched from Kányávári Island. 

Bakony–Balaton Geopark : 
There is a geopark initiative near 
Lake Balaton and some parts of 
Bakony Mountains, called 
Bakony-Balaton Geopark, 
managed by the Balaton Uplands 
National Park Directorate. The 
1.600 km2 area of the geopark 
has a very rich geological 
heritage and a lot of cultural, 
historical and ethnographical 
values. There are some local 
communities and organisations 
involved in this special and new 
way of tourism, the sustainable 
geotourism, which is also a 
chance for improving the 
economy of the rural areas.  
The centres of the geopark will be the Hegyestű Geological Demonstration Site and the Visitor Centre in Tihany 
to be developed by the National Park Directorate in the near future. The Balaton Uplands National Park 
Directorate wishes to apply for the membership of the European Geoparks Network, integrated into the 
UNESCO-endorsed Global Geoparks Network. 

The primary objective of the Balaton Uplands National Park is the comprehensive conservation and protection 
of natural assets and areas. Besides protection it is also important to interpret the beautiful landscapes, living and 
non-living natural values and to provide possibilities for the present and future generation for learning and 
relaxing in nature. 



 

In the southwest corner of Vas County you can find this 
wonderful land with forests and meadows where guardians 
were settled during the Hungarian conquest. Its name 
derives from these: Őrség (in English: Guard or Watch 
post). 

Since 1st March 2002 the Őrség National Park Directoate 
has been supervising the preservation of natural, 
ethnographical, culture-historical values which can be found 
on this wonderful land. The Őrség National Park consists of 
the Őrség, Vend country, the unregulated valley of River 
Rába, the Inner-Őrség and the neighbourhood of 
Szentgyörgy Valley. All together it covers 44 townships, on 

about 44.000 acres, whereof 3086 
acres are particularly protected. The 
whole territory of the national park 
is a Natura 2000 area under 
European Union-wide Protection. 
This land is the westernmost part of 
our country, where hills and valleys 
engraved by brooks, deciduous 
forests and pinewoods, fresh and 
green meadows, marshlands 
preserving plants from the ice age, 
and crystal clean spring-heads and 
brooks vary. The silence and the 
fresh air, the cultural traditions and 
customs what are reserved in an 
unchanged way, the goods of the 
self-supportive peasant farming 
attract the visitors. 

Due to the high annual precipitation this area is rich in springs and 
brooks. One of the most significant rivers of the territory is the Zala 
(Szala), which springs north from Szalafő and flows through the Őrség. The 
other one is the Kerka joining into River Mura. On the North border of the 
National Park mainly the River Rába flows which is rough water, 
uncontrolled river. 

63% of the Őrség is covered by woods and forests, which is 3,5 times 
more than the nationwide average, in this way their nature protection, 
economic and landscape forming role is determinative. 
The remains of the cold climate after the ice-age are the sphagnum moors 
and moor fields, in the Őrség and Vend-country can be found the most of 
these in the country. Due to the much residue and high precipitation this 
area is the richest in mushrooms nationwide. You can find the delicious 
bolete, yellow chanterelle and various species of russula. Beside the well-
known mushroom species real specialities can be found as well, as the 



Hygrocybe and Hygrophorus 
fungus which is the peculiarity 
of the Alps. 

 The fauna shows a variable 
picture as well. The richest 
butterfly fauna of the country 
live in this territory. On the land 
you can meet all the twelve frog 
species and all the four tailed 
amphibian (newt) species of 
Hungary here. Along the larger 
waters the strictly protected 
otter can be found. The valuable 
bird species of the countryside 
are the black stork, the honey-
buzzard, the corncrake, the blue 
pigeon, the crossbill, the 
bullfinch and the firecrest. The 
game population is significant as 
well, wild-boar, roe and red deer 
also occurs there. 

Őrség is also rich in folk 
architectural and cultural-
historical relics. The settlement 

structure shows a unique picture, these are the so-called ‘szeres’ settlements. The ‘szerek’ are groups of houses 
built on the hill top, which structure comes from the time of Hungarian conquest. The most well-known house 
types are the smoky-kitchen houses, furthermore the so called rounded houses. These buildings can be seen at 
their original place and environment in Szalafő-Pityerszer at the Őrség Folk Monument Ensembles. Belfries also 
count as folk architecture masterpieces. 

 

The Vend-country is 
characterized by the so-
called sparse settlement 
structure. Wonderful 
examples for this are 
Kétvölgy, Orfalu and 
Apátistvánfalva 
settlements. 

Building stone castles 
was not typical in the 
historical Őrség, the 
medieval fortress-type 
churches took over their 
role. Őriszentpéter and 
Velemér ancient 
monument churches are 
nice examples for these 
relics. 
 

 

 



 
 

One of Hungary's most distinctive geographical areas is the area between 

the Danube and Tisza River. In order to protect the treasures of nature, in 

1975 national park was founded, which was the second in our country. 

Total protected area is 76,600 hectares, of which more than 51,081 

hectares is the nine separate units of Kiskunság National Park, while the 

rest are nature conservation areas and nature reserves areas.  

The largest area of the National Park, Bugac (11,488 hectares), is located 

in the middle of the Danube-Tisza Ridge. The steep sand hills and sand 

hill tops are covered by the driest and poorest nutrient-vegetation so it 

represents the bare sandy open grasslands. Rich flora welcomes the 

visitors, among the first flowering plants there are flowers like the rare 

black pasque flower, striking a vibrant yellow sand cinquefoil, the spring vernal stitchwort, while the small white 

and brightly colored pansy flower is hiding on the area. From May the colors of the sandy hills’ flora of 

culminates. Besides the Alkanna tinctoria and the Fumaga Vulgaris the yellow sandy Sedum and sandy 

Onosama, sandy Isis, and the everlasting flower are not rare. There are some real rarities: the Astragalus 

dasyanthus, colorful blanket of the blue hairy flax in the middle of summer. The sandy crocus flowers in the fall. 

On the top of the dunes the 

poplars regain their strength and 

they cover smaller or bigger areas. 

Underneath the juniper, elsewhere 

the hawthorn, the blackthorn, the 

Berberis vulgaris and the 

Ligustrum vulgare are common. 

In the undergrowth the 

Cephalanthera rubrais, the 

Epipactis atrorubens are not rare. 

In 1994 a separate species of 

Epipactis was discovered, which is 

called Epipactis bugacensis. All 



three species belongs to orchids.  

The vegetation of the Puszta is completely different from the dunes, much more closed than the dunes. The 

Filipendula vulgaris, Phleum phleoides and Briza are 

common. Here is one of the earliest blooming orchid 

species, the Orchis morio and the very rare Ophrys 

speghodes. May is the blooming time of the different 

species of sage, the Hungarian carnation, and Polygala 

comosa. By the degradation of grasslands the Festuca 

rupicolan is replaced by the Festuca pseudovina. 

 The fauna of Bugac shows similarities with other 

sandy areas. The hoppers of ant-lion larvae are also 

frequent in the sand. The adult animals are more 

difficult to discover. The grasshoppers are the most 

common. On a hot August day hundreds flew in front 

of the person walking in the puszta. Walking in the 

Puszta of Bugac, we can observe the sand caterpillar, the sand lizard, green lizard, brown and green toad. 

The birds are the loudest inhabitants of the puszta and of the forests. Most common is: jay, blackbird, ring dove, 

the nightingale, the turtle dove, and the golden oriole. More and more often it is possible to see buzzard 

circulating high. In hollow trees 

starlings, jackdaws, and rollers nest. 

For visitors and hikers the Kiskunság 

National Park offers a variety of 

tours. The trails with appropriate 

infrastructure (designated hiking trails, 

nature trails, information boards, 

demonstration sites), makes it 

possible to discover the nature 

independently. The visitors have the 

opportunity to go on a shorter (2-3 

hours), providing general information, 

or longer trips with professional assistance. For groups guided tours are also possible, advanced appointment is 

necessary. For individuals or family visitors, scheduled organized (5-6 hour) open tours are available. The exact 

place and date is published in the national park’s annual program book. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Danube-Dráva National Park situated in 

Southern Transdanubia containing Gemenc, the 

bend of River Dráva and Szaporca and the 

Ősborokas at Barcs became a national park in 1996. 

There are wonderful marshes, woods, and wetlands, 

reed beds where different types of plants like the 

protected White Water-Lily or Fringed Water-Lily, 

insect, fish and bird species can be watched like 

dragonflies, butterflies or some Black Storks. 

Gemenc has one of the biggest flora and fauna in Europe and is a notable hunting area where the woods, several 

plants and wild animals are protected. The oxbow of the Dráva and Szaporca contains lots of lakes and marshes 

with some nesting birds. Among the plants juniper, oak and alder trees as well as birch trees are dominant. The 

most significant place is Nagyberek where Rigóc stream flows. Several grasshoppers and praying mantises live 

there. 

The richness in habitats, flora and fauna qualifies the Danube River to be a focus for conservation of 

biodiversity in Central and South-East Europe. Experts from different Protected Areas weigh in on the wise use 

of this natural heritage. 

The protected area is located 

along the Danube, from the 

mouth of the Sió canal to 

the Southern border of the 

country. Gemenc and Béda-

Karapancsa can be found 

here, which belong to the 

Great Plain. At this stage, 

the steepness of its bed is 

reduced, resulting in a slower 

speed, so the river becomes 

here of a middle stage 



character. It used to meander, building 

bars of sand and silt, changing its bed 

all the time. The over-developed 

curves were naturally crossed, so dead 

channels or lakes at deeper locations 

were formed. The management of the 

river changed profoundly this 

situation. During the regulation of the 

river, bends were crossed to achieve an 

easier abatement of icy floods and to 

improve ship traffic, embanking the 

river.  The water, flowing faster, 

deepened the bed, so its level was 

reduced, resulting in a significant lowering of the ground water level. In the Sárköz region, where dead channels 

make the landscape more exciting, the embankments were built relatively farther from the river, at the border of 

the Kalocsa Arcbishop’s domain. So remained Gemenc, one of the largest continuous flood-plains of Europe.  

The sand-bars of the Danube are constructed of rough sand, so when the level of the water is low, the habitat 

gets rather dry. At such places, purple willow or almond willow bush bosks can be found. Along the dead 

channels, at the banks covered by silty sand, bosks of willow trees occur. They can be recognized easily as white 

willow has a silver coloured foliage. They are usually flooded in the spring. Summer snowflake is our typical 

plant. We can see a picturesque landscape when they bloom in masses.  

White and fringed water lilies paint the dead channels of Gemenc white or yellow in May. Both are protected. 

The only representative of the mare’s tail’s family that lives today blooms also in May, in the sandy bed of the 

dead channels of Béda.  The common 

bladderwort, which is well-known for 

catching insects, is also spectacular 

when blooming. Water chestnut is a 

species that remained from the Warm 

Age. Its rhomboid shaped leaves cover 

the surface of the water like a mosaic. 

People used to harvest and eat its 

chestnuts. It is protected today. Two 

species of water ferns, water clover and 

salvinia natans, are also common. They 

reproduce by sporulation and both are 

also protected. At the riverside, the 

water vegetation is surrounded by swamp plants. Reed beds are followed by high land plant communities. 



 

Park forests of oak, ash, and elm can be found in the high flood plain, which is only flooded when the flood 

itself is a major one. Such species of trees can be found both in the flood plain and the protected area. Oak, 

broad-leaved elm, and Hungarian ash constitute the forest. Under the trees, rich undergrowth developed, 

including the protected woodbine and wild grape. At the level of herbs, we can find the checkered lily, of which 

flower has pinkish-brownish spots, arranged like a chessboard. The remains of these forests, which are rich in 

species, can be found in the Béda-Karapancsa area. Hungarian thorn is a protected and native shrub of the 

lower valley of the Danube.  

Research has proved the 

occurrence of 51 fish species in 

the Danube region. Of the 

Danube fish, sterlet and burbot 

still occur quite often. Pike is 

the predator fish of the dead 

channels.  

Many species of amphibians 

live in this region. Of the 

reptiles, grass-snakes and 

European pond turtles can be 

seen most frequently. 

Concerning the avifauna of 

Gemenc and Béda-Karapancsa, the black stork and white tailed eagle populations of the region are of European 

importance. The protection of the largest black stork population of Hungary is one of the most important tasks 

of the National Park. The white tailed eagle is among the rarest birds of prey in Europe and uses its huge nest 

for decades, built high above ground level. Untroubled nesting must be assured to both bird species because 

they are very sensitive to disturbance. Black kite is common in the Béda-Karapancsa area, which, being sensitive 

to environmental changes, can be considered as an indicator species. Of the crane species, little egrets, great 

egrets, night herons, purple herons, and some couples of Eurasian bitterns nest in the reed-beds. The common 

grey heron nests in willow hursts. In the Southern part of the area, the greylag goose occurs in isolated groups. 

In the migration period, thousands of guest birds are seeking for food and places to have a rest, in the flood 

plain.  Ducks, geese, and cormorants overwinter often. The endangered bat species, pond bats and barbastelles, 

find shelter in the holes of old trees for giving birth, or to spend the day. Otters, accommodated to water, eat 

fish. The European beaver was reintroduced in Gemenc, as it died out in the 19th century. So it reproduces here 

again and makes the Nature even more colourful. Wild cats are active during the night. They only like the 

undisturbed forests, surrounded by seed-beds. Deer antlers brought down in Gemenc are world-famous. The 

population living here has an outstanding genetic composition, with a powerful, yet proportional body with 

gentle lines.  



 

 

Aggtelek is part of the Northern Hungarian region, which is 

not only a national park but also a World Heritage site since 

1995.In Aggtelek, the cave system is divided into two main 

parts the Aggtelek Karst and the Slovak Karst (1995). The two 

Karsts belong to two different countries, to Hungary and 

Slovakia. The Aggtelek and the Slovakian calcium carbonate 

cave group are essential and significant areas as far as zoology, 

geology, history and archaeology are concerned.  

The Aggtelek National Park lies in the Gömör-Torna Karst 

region, an area rich in unique natural and cultural assets. It is 

the first Hungarian national park to be dedicated to the 

protection of abiotic values, superficial land formations and caves. The subterranean natural treasures, namely 

the caves of the Aggtelek Karst and the Slovak Karst were inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 

1995.  



The primary task of the National Park is to explore, protect and preserve the natural and cultural assets, and also 

to develop ecotourism. The underground limestone cave has stalagmites and stalactites as well as different cave-

dwelling species of animals like fish or bats, which are protected. There are some fishes which are so rare that 

they can only be found here under the ground. 

 

 

One of the most endearing treasures of the National Park is the Baradla Cave, which is the biggest and the most 

magnificent cave in Hungary. Excavations in and around the cave have proved that it has been a shelter to man 

for more than 7 000 years. There are caves with hot springs which hollow the cave day by day and there are 

waterfalls on the walls of the cave as well as other colourful dripstone formations.  

Other notable caves are Földváry and 

Rákóczy Caves, where people suffering from 

respiratory diseases are cured; the Peace 

Cave; the Vecsem-Bükk Mountain Gorge, 

which is the second deepest cave in Hungary 

and finally there is the Imre Vass Cave. 

Some caves were even known to pre-historic 

people and functioned as shelters for them. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bükk National Park - including the Bükk Mountains, a part of the Northern 
Mountain Range - was established on 1 January 1977 on an initial 38,774.6 
hectares.; as of today it covers 43,168.8 hectares. It is the third national 
park in Hungary, but the first one in a mountain area. 

Thinking of the Bükk mountains we may recall first the white rocks shining 
out of the wood or the sheer rocky walls surrounding deep valleys. Springs 
spouting from rocks or caves hiding in the depth of the mountains may 
also come into our minds. 

The geological history of the Bükk started about 240 million years ago 
when the central part of today's Carpathian Basin was occupied by a stately chain of mountains. After the north-
east verge of these mountains had sunk a sea was surging in place of the Bükk for almost 70 million years 
between the late Carboniferous age and the end of the Triassic period. As a result of this transgression primarily 
limestone of various colour and stratification formed deposits but to a smaller extent dolomite and sea clay 
covers are also perceivable. 

The major part of the Northern-
Bükk is made up of slate 
originating from the middle 
Carboniferous period, these are 
the oldest rocks of the 
mountain. The most spectacular 
exposure of this rock can be 
seen in the slate-quarry of the 
Bán Valley. On the northern 
verge of the mountain (around 
Nagyvisnyó) an amazing 
exposure of dark coloured 
bituminous limestone that was 
formed at the end of the 
Palaeozoic in the late Permian 
period can be observed. In these 
rocks nearly the entire fauna and 
flora of the warm, shallow seas 
of the late Palaeozoic is 
represented: calcareous algae, 
foraminifera, corals, sea lilies, 
rotifera, sea urchins, mussels, 
snails, trilobites. 

The central part of the mountain, the High-Bükk, is made up of white, sometimes grey or pink limestone that 
was formed in the Triassic period of the Mesozoic. Clay-slate layers can also be detected and also a small 
amount of dolomite and sand-stone. The most impressive occurrence of the thin layers of our early Triassic 
limestone deposits are the standing devil's ribs in the Ablakoskő Valley or the Leány Valley. 



The flora of the Bükk National Park is very rich and diverse, it is rightly deserves protection and attention. 
There are approximately 2500 vascular plants in Hungary, 1500 of them can be found also in the Bükk National 
Park. 500 plants are protected in Hungary and more than 200 live in the Bükk National Park. 

The presence of various plants and associations is due to several factors, thus the geological characteristics, the 
bedrock, the special types of soil, the climate and the usage of the land. Due to the differences in height, there 
are special floral zones in the Bükk National Park. While several eastern plants (like yellow pheasant's eye, paque 
flower, amygdala) live at the foothills, in the plateau and the northern edge of the Bükk we can find relict 
montane plant species (like yellow wood violet, Alpine clamatis, hemerocallis) which live only here in Hungary. 
The relict plant species which lived in very small areas, got used to the changed circumstances and became 
independent native species. There are two special, native plant species in Bükk National Park, the strictly 

protected Vrabélyi hesperis and Hungarian 
hare's-tail grass. 

The vertebrate fauna of the Bükk National 
Park and the Bükk region surrounding the 
mountain provides habitat for a considerable 
population of species richer than the 
Hungarian average, many being endangered 
in terms of their nature conservation status. 
The cold-wet habitat types are dominated by 
the Boreal, Boreo-Alpine, Alpine and 
Carpathian elements, while at the southern 
escarpments of the plateau and on the dry-
warm habitats in the Southern Bükk the Sub-
Mediterranean, Balkan and Continental 
elements are dominant. The endemic species 
living only in the Bükk are valuable colourful 
elements (e.g. Duvalius gebhardti), or the 

subendemic subspecies, like for instance the Erebia ssp.. The different fauna impacts, the variable surface forms 
and the vegetation developing on them made it possible for fauna rich in species to find its living conditions in 
the Bükk. 

As far as fish are concerned, the Barbus meridionalis, endemic in the Carpathian Basin, is a rare denizen of the 
creeks. In the alpine region of the mountain the alpine newt (Triturus alpestris), which is the most characteristic 
endangered amphibian, appears sporadically. Of the reptiles, only the Ablepharus kitaibelii fitzingeri, which 
appears only in some places of the mountain, can be pointed out. Birds are represented by approximately 100 
nesting species in the area of the national park. The greatest values of the mountain are the diurnal birds of prey, 
which constitute a considerable part of the endangered 
species. The programme for the protection of the globally 
endangered imperial eagle (Aquila heliaca) constituting 10% 
of the Hungarian stock is outstanding. The stock of other 
species being endangered all over Europe, Aquila 
pomarina, Circaetus gallicus, and the Falco peregrinus, is 
also exceptional. Tetrastes bonasia rupestris, which has an 
extremely reduced population, is one of the most 
endangered species in the National Park. 

The bats, representing almost all Hungarian species, need 
to be mentioned from among the mammals. The 
protection of those caves where ,bat species endangered all 
over Europe (e.g. Miniopterus schreibersi, Rhinolophus 
euryale) pass the winter and breed in large numbers has 
special importance. The number of over-bred ungulate big 
game is a considerable nature conservation problem on the area of the mountain; returning big predatory 
animals - wolf (Canis lupus) and lynx (Lynx lynx) - could have an important role in their regulation. 



 

 

The Danube-Ipoly National Park has a great area containing the Pilis Hills, 

Börzsöny Hills and the Danube Valley between Visegrád and Budapest which 

includes the Danube Bend and Ipoly Valley. The climate is the mixture of 

submediterranean and continental which provides a fantastic home for plants, 

birds and animals. As for the animals there are grasshoppers, snails, lizards, 

salamanders, locusts, shrews, lynxes, otters and in caves some bats. As far as 

birds are concerned there are eagles, black storks, woodpeckers and falcons. 

Pilis is famous for its limestone rocks full of caves among which the most 

notable ones are Ördöglyuk, Leány and Legény Caves and Iron Gate Rock Cave, which cannot be visited now as 

it has collapsed and only the entrance remained. In the Visegrád Hills tourists can view the wonderful scene of 

the Danube Bend from Prédikalószék lookout tower. There are some nice rocks, gentle slopes, meadows and 

some protected plants like Pannonian Fennels. In Börzsöny tourists can visit castles and waters. The flora and 

fauna have a great variety in this region, as there are several plant and bird species here. On Csóvanyos Hill there 

is a tower from where visitors can admire the panorama of the area. The Danube Valley has numerous 

spectacles like Égető Island between Sződliget and Vác; Göncöl Foundation where a forest nature trail can be 

found; the Botanical Garden at Vácrátot or even the Szentendre Island with plenty of plains, hills, plants and 

birds like Great White Egrets. Ipoly Valley has some significant parts such as the viaduct of Szob or Hideg 



meadow with several Great White Egrets as well as Ipolydamásd meadow containing numerous protected 

plants. At Drégelypalank there are huge wet lands which are the favourite places of storks, some nesting and 

migrant birds. 

In Budapest and in its surrounding regions there are 

several nature conservation areas and landscape 

protection reserves. One of them is Buda Sas Hill, 

which is a nature conservation area. Cold-resistant 

plants and flora are reserved on Sas Hill; furthermore, 

wonderful rock formations can be visited. Pálvolgy 

Cave is also a nature conservation area which was 

hollowed out by thermal water. What is more, the cave 

system was formed by the movements of the crust of 

the Earth. This cave has several forms of dripstones 

and is the second longest cave in Hungary. Szemlőhegy 

Cave, a nature conservation area is the next where 

several opera singers try to cure their vocal cords in the 

Giant Passage, while tourists can admire the gypsum 

crystals formed into coral or flower shapes. Buda is a 

landscape protection reserve, which is full of 

wonderful plants, forests and an ideal place for hikers. 

It contains numerous caves, it has rocks and the most protected areas are Small-Szénás and Large-Szénás Hills. 

Ócsa is also a landscape protection reserve with a church from the 13lh century and there are several plants, 

alder trees and small animals among which the most notable ones are the European Pond Tortoises living in the 

marches. Vértes Landscape Protection Reserve is situated in Vértes Hill. The Irtás meadow, the rocky steppe 

with wonderful flowers or Fáni Valley can be visited here. Even Samu, a prehistoric ancestor whose footprint 

can be seen here lived in Vértesszőlős. 

Velence Bird Reserve and Dinnyés-Fertő 

Nature Conservation Area are also located 

here. Dinnyés is a place with lots of reeds 

near Lake Velence, which is an ideal place 

for birds as it is exactly a Bird Reserve 

Area with several species of birds like 

Bittern, White Egrets, Spoonbills and 

many other nesting birds. The water level 

of Lake Velence is changing all the time. It 

did happen that the lake had disappeared 

but later it was filled with water again. 



 

 

 

The last national park of the Great Plain is Körös-Maros National Park, 

which includes Dévaványa and Pitvarosi Puszták, which are landscape 

protection reserves; Makó Landor forest; the Körös and Maros valleys; 

Kistompapuszta loess grassland and Biharugra. The Maros Valley is 

famous for its wood called Makó-Landor forest, which is inhabited by 

several species of snails while there are notable flowers in the 

surroundings of Makó. The Kőrös Valley is famous for a place called 

Aranyos, which is notable for its wood looking like a rain forest and its 

flora and fauna. It has woods and several lakes where White Water 

Lilies can be seen and some protected animals like Black Storks. 

The Körös-Maros National Park, or more exactly its Directorate managing the nature protection activities, was 

established on 16 January 1997 as the seventh national park of Hungary in order to preserve the nature and 

landscape of the Southern Tiszántúl. 

The operational area of the National Park is 800 000 hectares. Its area includes all the territory of Békés County, 

the area of Csongrád County located to the East of river Tisza, the Dévaványa-Ecsegi steppes as well as the 

parts of Körös flood-plains in Jász-

Nagykun-Szolnok County.Besides the 

maintenance and development of the 

National Park, its task is the 

supervision and control on its 

operational area. 

 The magnificent landscape is 

characterized by diversified and 

unique natural scenery of the 

uncontrolled countryside. The 

Csanádi and Békési plateaus that 



stretch between the rivers Körös and Maros. 

Owing to the considerable agricultural 

development, the protection of the still existing 

natural plant communities, first of all, that of the 

loess fields is an outstanding challenge of nature 

protection. On the vast areas of the erstwhile Kis-

Sárrét, in the region covered by the meandering 

branches of river Körös and on the Dévaványai -, 

Békési and Csanádi plains there are spacious sodic 

steppes, remnants of wooded grasslands and marshlands as well as meadows and groves of extraordinary value. 

The protection of those plant and animal species, which live only in this region of Hungary, or the biggest part 

of their population lives on the area of our National Park, is an outstanding task. These highly protected plant 

species include the sage and the Transylvanian hérics. 

Great Bustard Reserve (Túzokrezervátum) 

This is the largest Hungarian population of 

Europe's largest bird, an important nesting 

area and habitat. Among the world's 22 

bustard species, two are indigenous to 

Europe, and live only in Spain, the Soviet 

succession states and Hungary. 

Another exclusive flower of this countryside 

is the vetővirág, the spacious blooming 

patches of which offer a picturesque sight in 

autumn. Besides the plants there are several rarities of animals like the butterfly species Nagy szikibagoly, the 

scaly snail of Doboz, the atracél 

cincér, the steppe butterfly and 

the bustard, the most viable 

population of which lives in the 

northern part of Békés county. 

The wetlands like the lake 

Fehértó in Kardoskút and the 

fishponds in Biharugra that 

have the status of a Ramsar 

site, got an outstanding role in 

the international migration of 

birds. 



 
 
 

The Region of the Lake Fertő is a meeting point of climatic zones, 

floristic and zoogeographic provinces. These properties, unique for 

Europe and the diversity of habitats on a small area have determined 

the look of the landscape for thousands of years. The survival of this 

landscape was partly aided by the people that have lived here almost 

continuously since ancient times in harmony with nature, using its 

resources with care. As an appreciation of the cultural and natural 

heritage that was established here the Fertő region (both the Hungarian 

and the Austrian part) received in December 2001 the title World 

Heritage in the category Cultural Landscape. 

 The whole area of the Fertő-Hanság National Park is 23 731 ha. The Fertő part was appointed 1977 a landscape 

protection area, since 1979 it is member of the UNESCO Network of Biosphere Reserves, since 1989 a Ramsar 

site (significant wetland). It received the national park title in 1991. The Hanság area lying east of the Fertő has 

been a landscape protection area since 1976 and was attached to the national park in 1994. The national park 

mosaic with the least area, 

but not the least value is the 

floodplain of the Répce river 

composed of protected 

flood-meadows and alluvial 

forests.  

The Hungarian side of Lake 

Fertő consists largely of reedy 

marshes. The marshland is 

interrupted only by inner 

lakes and the network of 

waterways (channels) that 

were established to ensure 

traffic. Among the reed there 

are patches of bulrush and saw-sedge, near the shore populations of tall sedges, wet meadows and marsh 

meadows. Among the plant species the invertebrate-eating bladderwort and the rare sedge Scirpus litoralis living 

on the inner lakes can be mentioned.  



Among the several hundred invertebrate species the Large White-faced Darter, the Ornate Bluet or the hidden 

living spider Tetragnatha reimoseri can be picked 

out. The fish fauna of the lake is outstanding not 

only on Hungarian but also on the international 

level. Research over the last decades found 35 

species in the lake, among which the European 

Weatherfish can be pointed out due to its 

importance for conservationists. The amphibian 

and reptile populations of the lake are of national 

importance, ten thousands of frogs, newts and 

toads grow up in the reedy marshland.  

Most spectacular representatives of the local fauna are the birds. Outstanding is the population of Great Egrets 

(700 pairs), the Greylag Goose of which hundreds are breeding here each year and the Purple Heron, also 

present in large numbers. Regular breeding birds are the Spoonbill, the Bittern, the Squacco Heron and the Little 

Bittern, the Red-crested Pochard and the rare Ferruginous Duck. The reed songbirds are also present in great 

numbers, remarkable are the Moustached Warbler, the Bearded Tit, the Bluethroat, the Great Reed Warbler, 

Savi’s Warbler or the Eurasian Reed Warbler.  

The lake Fertő is important not only from the breeding 

birds’ point of view. Ten thousands of birds assemble here 

during the migration period. Great masses of the Garganey 

and the Eurasian Teal gather on the water among others, 

while in autumn flocks of hundred thousands of starlings 

may come to the reed belt for night rest.  

Among the forests on the hills adjacent to the Lake Fertő 

the most important – from the conservationist’s point of 

view – is the Szárhalmi Forest. Flora and fauna of the 

forest are very similar to that of mountains due to the 

climatic effects here. In the 412 ha great forest Hornbeam 

and Sessile Oak are the dominant tree species, additional 

patches are made up of Turkey Oak and Downy Oak. 

There are also some European Pears, Wild Cherries and a 

few species of rowan. Several shrub species and protected 

plants live in the forest and on the inner steppes. 

In early spring Pasque Flower and Spring Pheasant's Eye blossom, later a carpet of Lily-of-the-Valley spreads its 

fragrance from under the trees. Two strictly protected orchid species live on the dry meadows here: the Lady’s 

Slipper Orchid and the rare Fly Orchid. 



The silence of the wood is only interrupted by the song of the Nightingale, the Yellowhammer and other 

passerine birds. The forest puddles and wheel-tracks provide a reproduction site for the Common Toad and 

masses of Agile Frogs. 

At the foot of the hills there are wet and marsh-meadows, among which the Kistómalmi wet meadow represents 

a special value. The strictly protected „insect-eating” Common Butterwort and the Pale Orchid live only here in 

Hungary. 

Of the once several thousand Hectares of the Blue and Purple Moor-grass meadows only a few hundred 

Hectares remained today in the Northern Hanság. Some characteristic protected plant species of the wet 

meadows are the Blue Moor-grass, the Early Marsh Meadow Orchid, the Marsh Gentian and the Summer 

Snowflake. Among the reptiles the only endemic reptile subspecies, the Hungarian Meadow Viper must be 

mentioned, of which a stable population lives on the area. The strictly protected Corn Crake breeds regularly, 

and fortunately increasingly often here, as well as the Montagu’s Harrier. 

On the unregulated section of the River Répce, between Nagygeresd and Répceszemere the flora and fauna of 

the rivulets can be studied almost in 

their original state. Among the 

natural values of the regularly mown 

floodplain meadows and the alluvial 

forests most interest was always 

directed to the remnant floodplain 

forest next to the settlement 

Csáfordjánosfa, the so called Csáford 

Snowflake forest. Under the 150-200 

years old pedunculate oaks and 

common ashes blossom in the early 

spring millions of Spring Snowflakes. 

The white sea of snowflakes is 

interrupted by the colourful flowers of the Alpine Squill and the Hollowroot. The dying trees also have a role to 

play – before they perish dozens of insects and fungi feed on and live in them for decades. Among the forest 

birds the Nuthatch, the Chaffinch, the Hoopoe or the Woodpeckers present in large numbers can be 

mentioned. 

 The protected area along the River Répce includes beside the woods wide floodplain meadows and wet 

meadows as well, for the survival of which the practice of the several hundred years old traditional management 

is needed. From the plants of the colourful and diverse meadows we can admire for example the protected 

Large Pink and the Siberian Iris. An ecologically important plant is the Great Burnet, being the feeding plant of 

the butterfly Scarce Large Blue. 

 


