
FLORA AND FAUNA 

\ 

The existence of rare animals is due to 
the fact that Crete is isolated, surrounded 
by sea. From the proud Cretan wild goat ( 
kri-kri ) , the polecat,  to bats of Crete, 
Cretan fauna hides many secrets to the 
evolution of species. The avifauna is 
among the wealthiest in Europe, as in the 
island have been seen more than 412 
species of birds, while the mountains of 
Crete are hosting the last couples of the 
Balkan bearded vulture. 

The Cretan flora brings together one of 
the largest numbers of plant species in 
the world, in proportion to the extent of 
the island. In Crete, approximately 1800 
species of plants have been recorded 
so far, 10% of which are endemic. In 
some remote areas of the island, mainly 
in isolated gorges like Samaria, exist  
many endemic, unique plant species. In 
addition, more than 200 species of 
plants of Crete is edible or used as 
herbs. 



GORGES AND CAVES\ 

The geological upheavals during millions 
of years are captured strongly in the 
terrain of the island. During the lifting of 
the huge mountains, the water of the 
rivers continued its corrosive course 
within the limestone soils, creating the 
present-day island of canyons, Crete. 
With more than 500 canyons deeply 
etched in the terrain , Crete has as many 
canyons as the rest of Greece. 
 

The rugged topography of Crete includes 
an abundance of caves. The 
approximately 2000 caves of Crete are a 
patchwork of myth, history and natural 
wealth. Caves of Crete gave birth to many 
of the myths of the island. It is not a 
coincidence that the birth of the greatest 
God of ancient times, of Zeus, was placed 
in Dikteon Andron of Lassithi plateau, 
while his bringing up was placed in Ideon 
Andron of Psiloritis. 



FORESTS AND ALLEYS \ 

The forests of Crete are some of the 
most beautiful landscapes and are a 
typical sample of the vegetation. The 
main forest trees is the Prinos, the 
Asfendamos, the Pine, Oak, Cypress 
and Chestnut. 

Crete is full of mountain ranges, among 
which are formed fertile plains and 
plateaus. The largest plateau of Greece 
is the serene Plateau of Lasithi between 
the wild peaks of the Mountains of Dikti 
and smaller plateaus. In addition, Nida 
and Stroympoylas are formed over the 
mountains of Psiloritis. The largest 
plain in Crete is that of Mesara, located 
in the south of Heraklion. Smaller 
plains are scattered throughout the 
island, especially in coastal areas. 



Rivers and Lakes\ 

Crete has limited water resources, 
due to the climate. However, there 
are many small lakes on the surface, 
which are very important natural 
habitats. The largest lake is the Lake 
"Kournas". In addition, in Chania is 
located the artificial lake of Aya and 
in Heraklion the artificial lake of 
Zaros. Furthermore, many lakes are 
created by dams and have become a 
refuge for rare species of fauna and 
flora.

Because of  Crete’s small width it 
has few rivers, ranging from the 
mountains of the island in its central 
track and end up in Libyan, and the 
Cretan sea. Most of them have 
scarce water only during the winter 
months, while in the summer they 
are completely dry. 



\ Mountains 
Crete is extremely 
mountainous, and almost 
all of its surface is covered 
by rugged mountains 
which are mainly divided 
into three major 
mountain ranges: the 
Dikti, the Psiloritis and 
the White Mountains. 
Other smaller mountains 
are Asterousia, Cedar and 
Thrypti. 



Crete has 155 km of sunny beaches 
with warm sand along their shores, 
most of which are located on the 
north side of the island. There are 
both organized and remote and 
deserted beaches, with wonderful 
landscapes, which give the 
opportunity to every visitor to live 
an amazing experience while staying 
on our island! 

Beaches
\ 
 


