
 

 

Green Tourism and 

Eco holidays in 

All of Scotland's major cities are reacha-

ble by train. Virgin Trains has a direct 

service from London Euston to Glasgow 

via Preston, Lancashire, Oxenholme (in 

the Lake District), Penrith and Carlisle. It 

also runs a service from Birmingham New 

Street to Glasgow and Edinburgh. 

East Coast train services run from London 

Kings Cross via York and Newcastle to 

Edinburgh and Glasgow from where you 

can travel onwards to Dundee and Aber-

deen with Scotrail. 

To reach North Scotland, there is a di-

rect from London Kings Cross to Inver-

ness, including an overnight sleeper ser-

vice. Alternatively, you could take the 

train up to Edinburgh then catch the  

Scotrail connection to Inverness. 

To reach southern Scotland, travel to 

Preston from London Euston then take 

the Transpennine Express to Lockerbie. 

 

 

Welcome to Scotland 

 

What is sustainable tourism? 

Sustainable tourism protects and 

enhances the environment and im-

proves the well-being of destination 

communities, as well as the holiday 

experience for visitors. 

Put simply, sustainable tourism 

means holidays that are good for 

local communities, the           

environment, holidaymakers and 

tourism businesses. 
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Scotland’s Greenspace Map 

Scotland’s Greenspace Map is a world 

first; no other country has mapped its 

greenspace in this way. It is an inno-

vative Geographical Information Sys-

tem (GIS) based map which provides 

comprehensive information on the lo-

cation, extent and type of greenspace 

across all of Scotland’s urban settle-

ments (i.e. towns and cities with a 

population of 3,000 or more). 

The Map was compiled in 2011 from 

greenspace data provided by all 32 

Scottish Councils. The local datasets 

were produced using greenspace map-

ping characterisation. This involved 

using GIS maps and aerial photog-

raphy to categorise greenspaces into 

23 different open space types.  these 

include public parks, play areas, allot-

ments, amenity greenspace, private 

gardens. Primary and secondary codes 

are used to capture multi-functional 

greenspaces, for example, play areas 

or woodland within larger public parks.  

Green Holidays in Scotland 

 

Cutting down travel cuts down on your car-

bon emissions, so why travel far when the 

breathtaking scenery of Scotland is so 

close at hand? Home to some of Europe's 

last wilderness areas, Scotland boasts aq-

uamarine lochs, magical islands, majestic 

mountains, ancient forests, crumbling cas-

tles and dynamic, beautiful cities.  The 

Cairngorms is unlike anywhere else in Brit-

ain. Hyperbole? Not a bit of it: these high 

plateaus, ancient forests and rolling moun-

tains are more like those of Scandinavia 

than the rest of the UK, and harbour simi-

lar wonderful wildlife.  In many parts it’s a 

raw, wild land. If you want to explore epic 

landscapes on foot, bike or by paddle pow-

er, and encounter fabulous birds and ani-

mals, this is your kind of place. There’s 

history and culture, too, with medieval cas-

tles, galleries and wonderful open-air mu-

seums. Add cuisine ranging from the 

hearty to the sophisticated and some of 

Scotland’s finest whisky distilleries, and 

you’ll find an inspiring, refreshing destina-

tion with a strong environmental ethos to 

boot. We should all do our bit to reduce 

our impact on the environment by  making 

a few simple changes to our lifestyle. So 

the next time you head off on holiday in 

Scotland, think green. 

The Green Tourism Business Scheme (GTBS), 

originally developed in partnership with          

VisitScotland, encourages tourism businesses 

to be environmentally friendly, whether they 

be hotels or guest houses, bed and break-

fasts or self-catering or visitor attractions. 

The GTBS has over 700 members, all of 

whom are rigorously assessed and given a 

Bronze, Silver or Gold Award, depending on 

the level of energy-efficiency they achieve. 
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