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Animals in danger 
 

Think of a world without 

animals. No parrots fly in 

the sky; no dolphins swim 

in the sea; no tigers walk 

quietly through the trees. 

Nobody wants a world 

like this, because a world 

without animals is not 

interesting, exciting, or 

beautiful place. 

 

But the biggest danger to 

animals is people. 

Thousands of species of 

animals are in danger, 

because people are making a dirty and dangerous world. Are our children going to see tigers, and dolphins 

and parrots – or only photos and films of these animals? 

There are numerous species currently in danger of extinction. Most of them are caused directly or indirectly 

by man: climate change, destruction of their habitat, illegal hunting, etc. Some examples: 

 

Tiger 

Its population has diminished 

by more than 60% due to 

human invasion of its habitat 

and, again, poaching (also 

thought to have powers by 

oriental medicine). The largest 

feline on the planet, it roamed 

freely from Turkey to Russia. 

Currently, subspecies have 

disappeared from the Caspian 

Sea, Java, south of China (only 

alive in zoos) and Bali. 

 

Red tuna 

In serious danger of extinction, 

measures are being taken to 

limit fishing it, since the sushi 

boom has targeted this fish. 

Overfishing has reduced its 

population by 85% in recent 

years, endangering this species 

that was so plentiful in the 

60's. 

 

Polar bear 

It is perhaps the most iconic 

image of the effects of climate 

change. Their habitat has been 

seriously threatened for several 

decades by the melting of the 

Arctic pole, causing the 

isolation of the species, more 

difficulty in getting food and 

sometimes distances too long 

to swim. According to the 

World Wide Fund for Nature 

(WWF)m, the species could 

disappear in the next century. 



The effects of humans 

The effect of humans on 

animals can be seen on the 

example of the dodo. The dodo 

bird inhabited the island of 

Mauritius in the Indian Ocean, 

where it lived undisturbed for 

so long that it lost its need and 

ability to fly. Then humans 

came to Mauritius. The island 

quickly became a stopover for 

ships engaged in the spice 

trade. Weighing up to 50 

pounds, the dodo bird was a 

welcome source of fresh meat 

for the sailors. Large numbers 

of dodo birds were killed for 

food. Later pigs and monkeys 

were brought to the island. 

Many of the ships that came to 

Mauritius also had uninvited 

rats aboard, some of which 

escaped onto the island. The  

rats, pigs and monkeys made 

short work of vulnerable dodo 

bird eggs in the ground nests. 

The combination of human 

exploitation and introduced 

species significantly reduced 

dodo bird populations. Within 

100 years of the arrival of 

humans on Mauritius, the once 

abundant dodo bird was a rare 

bird. The last dodo bird was 

killed in 1681. 

 

Effects of tourism on 

wildlife 

The most extreme effects of 

tourism on wildlife arise from 

hunting, shooting and fishing. 

But it is also well established 

that the mere presence of 

people can be sufficient to 

disrupt the activities of wild 

animals (particularly birds and 

large mammals). In some 

instances, disturbance may be 

caused more by the equipment 

people use in association with 

recreational activities, than by 

the people themselves. Noise, 

for example, produced by 

portable radios and the engines 
of motorboats and motor 

vehicles can be extremely 

alarming for animals. 

Consumption of wildlife by 

tourists can be harmful to local 

populations of that wildlife if 

not controlled. For instance, 

demand for sea food by 

tourists can have a severe 

impact on local fisheries and 

threaten wildlife populations 

within protected areas. 

Tourism has also been largely 

responsible for the enormous 

increase in the marine curio 

trade. Corals and shells are 

sold in resorts throughout the 

world, and often poached from 

marine parks. Tortoiseshell is 

still popular, although its sale 

is illegal in most countries 

 

What can we do? 

We can give money and support animal charities. There 

are animal charities in every country and they need help. 

The World Wildlife Found (WWF) has offices in forty 

countries. We can give money or buy from their shops. 

We can learn about animals near to extinction and write 

to politicians and tell other people about it. The WWF 

tells us how we can make changes to our lives 



WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural 

environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony 

with nature, by: 

 conserving the world’s biological diversity 

 ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is 

sustainable 

 promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful 
consumption 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't buy them, adopt those who are abandoned! 

All over the world there are abandoned, left and forgotten animals. Instead of buying an animal from some 

(un)registered breeder or a pet store (through which you support animal cruelty and trade with live animals) 

you can adopt an abandoned dog or a cat, provided that you have conditions to accept a new family member. 

You will do a good deed and receive a friend for life. 

Don't buy products that are tested on them! 

Many companies today test their products on animals.  We believe not because there are also many 

companies that do not test on animals. Why do some of them test and others do not? The reason is very 

simple: indifference and money. On the internet you can find a list of companies that do not test their 

products and ingredients on animals (called the "White List"). Get informed and build a clear stance against 

animal experiments. 

Don't eat them! 

More than 60 billion farrm animals are killed each year all over the world for human consumption. Is this 

mass killing really necessary? Vegetarians and vegans refuse to take part in it and this number for the whole 

world is over half a billion. You can also be one of them. Discard prejudices and what advertisements are 



trying to convince you to do every day! By switching to a vegetarian or vegan diet, we can do the most to 

help animals, our health, and the environment. 

Don't wear their fur and skin! 

Ice age and living in caves are ancient history; therefore why persist in wearing animal fur and skin? Today 

we have so many quality natural and modern artificial materials of non-animal origin for our clothing and 

footwear that it is completely unnecessary to wear animal hind. Every one of us has a choice and 

opportunity to clothe ourselves in nice, comfy, and warm fashions that are tasteful and modern, and not 

made out of dead animals. It is wonderful to dress ethically. 

Don't participate in the hunting and entertainment industry that abuses 

them! 

Let's be realistic – how would we feel if someone chased us around with a bow and an arrow, aimed at us 

from a bush, shot at us with a shotgun or threw explosives at us? Do we love our life so much that we are 

ready to let others live in peace too? Would it be normal for us to be trapped in a cage or in the tank and 

exposed to the looks of strangers every day? Do we like it when somebody manipulates us, makes us do 

things we consider absurd or insulting? Is it entertainment, shall we support such activities? We know the 

answer to that, don't we? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




