
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOUROGATOS 
The mysterious wildcat or 

“fourogatos” is an endemic 

subspecies of the European wildcat. 

It is the only wild feline on the island, 

which is limited to a small part of 

Crete. The body of fourogatos 

exceeds common cats and male 

reaches a length of 50cm with its the tail to 80cm.  

The tail is narrower at the base and more bushy aside, there are black rings and the 

tip is always black. Also, the color of its coat is light brown with dark spots and streaks. 

It feeds on hares, birds, insects and rodents, while living in rocky areas and isolated 

forests at an altitude of 900-1200m. It gives birth to 4-7 small, 1-2 times a year.  

The extremely rare 

animal lives mainly 

on Psiloritis 

mountain( Crete).  

Its habitat is defined 

by the slopes of  

mountain up the 

forest of Rouvas 

(both areas are in 

Crete). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TURTLE CARETTA – CARETTA 
 

There have been living on our planet since the 

days of the dinosaurs. Today all seven sea turtle 

species are threatened with extinction 

worldwide. In the Mediterranean three sea turtle 

species can be found, only one of which, the 

Caretta Caretta species finds refuge in  Greek 

coasts. 

80 years ago there were also  nesting in many 

other Mediterranean countries (Italy, France, Israel). The population of Caretta 

Caretta then exceeded 50,000. Today, after the rapid development of tourism, fewer 

than 4,000 remain. The most important beaches for the spawning of the turtle across 

the Mediterranean are in Zakynthos (Ionian Greek island). Especially, Sekania is the 

beach where at least half of the turtles that arrive on the island for that purpose ,lay 

their eggs. Although the length of the beach is not more than 500m., nests in Sekania 

ranging from 500 to 1000, the highest nesting densities world.  

Note that from a total of 1,000 chicks 

only one survives. WWF in Greece 

took effective measures to protect 

the species. They started a wide 

campaign in 1993 having the support 

of citizens from all over EU and 

managed to buy the area surrounding 

the beach Sekania, putting an end to 

any tourist or other exploitation.  

Moreover, in 1999 after persistent efforts of WWF in Greece having the support of 

other environmental organizations, established the National Marine Park of Zakynthos 

and Sekania which are defined as absolute protection areas. The risk for the Caretta 

Caretta seems to be moving further away, but it needs a lot more effort to avert 

completely and start recovery of the population. 



 

               KRI -KRI                                           

 

The “kri-kri” (Capra aegagrus cretica), often called 

the Cretan goat, Agrimi, or Cretan Ibex, is a feral 

goat inhabiting the Eastern Mediterranean, 

previously considered a subspecies of wild goat. The kri-kri is now found only on the 

island of Crete, Greece and on three small islands nearby (Dia, Thodorou and Agii 

Pantes). 

kri-kri has a light brownish 

coat with a darker band 

around its neck. It has two 

horns that sweep back 

from the head. In the wild 

they are shy and avoid 

tourists, resting during 

the day. The animal can leap some distance or climb sheer cliffs. 

It was common throughout the Aegean but the peaks of the 8,000 ft. (2,400 m)of  

White Mountains in Western Crete are their last strongholds--particularly a series of 

almost vertical 3,000 ft (900 m) cliffs called 'the 

Untrodden'—at the head of the Samaria Gorge. This 

mountain range, which hosts another 14 endemic 

animal species, is protected as a UNESCO Biosphere 

Reserve. 
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